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Syeda Saiyidain Hameed:

Musaddas-e-Hali is not an account of the rise and
decline of Muslim empires—a process which spanned over
seven hundred years. The poem is first an account of Jahilliat
and then of the revolutionary change the Prophet brought
about in the character of the Arabian tribes. Hali is not
talking about politics or empires but about the individual
Muslim of his daily life, toils and troubles. It is an account of
how he has deviated from the essential teaching of his
religion. In the poem when he describes the grandeur and
beauty of monuments if Islam, such as the mosque Qartaba
(Cordova) and the palace Alhamra, both in Spain, it should be
taken as praising architectural and aesthetic achievements:

Let someone explore the relics of Cordova

The arches and portals of mosque lying in ruins
Hejazi palaces which sparkled like Nova

The rise and the fall of Khilaafat's strongholds
In debris thus shine their visages, | am told

As in dust there glitters fine silver and gold.

He does not applaud the political power or conquests of



136 S ki

the Muslims nor urges them to rise as great military people.
His concern is about their character as indivduals and as a
community. It is their scholarship, their arts and sciences,
their poetry and literature, in short, their civilizin influence
over the world, which he extols. What Hali lauds is not the
glory of Islam's temporal empire but its spiritual dominion in
transforming the Arabs into people of high moral character.
By accepting the Islamic faith Hali believes that pagans and
beasts were turned into true human beings:

The Din which transformed enemies into brothers

The savage who swore by the sword learnt to love

Even predators it taught to care for the others

To shepherds which gave the control of the world

The land which was grazeland for cattle and bare

Was turned gold and treen so the world it colud dare.

After describing the spread of Islam through the
Islamists who went far and wide to found new civilizations,
the poet goes on to the next phase. This is the story of
decline and fall, which starts one-third way into the poem,
with the famous line-Pa gadla bua jab ke chashma safa ka
(When muddy became the crystal waters).

In this part the poet describes Islam as a 'ruined garden'
and states how the Muslims themselves are to be held
responisible for their condition. He holds up a mirror for the
Quom to see, recognize and wince at its state. No words are
spared to show the Quom what it was once and to what
depths it has sunk. It touches upon all aspects of life, work

and human relationships. The reduced circumstances and
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poor condition of Indian Muslims is described. Never having
bothered to acquire English education, their marginalized
status during the colonial regime at the end of the
nineteenth century is described in verse after verse.

Here one may digress to explain what Hali means by
Quom, the word which occurs most often in the poem and
wich has been left as is in the translation because it has no
equivalent in the English language. Originally Hali had used
the word for the people of Arabia, whom the Prophet had
addressed when he emerged from the Cave of Hira and
declared his Prophethood. Later he uses the word for the
Muslims among whom he lived. Hali did not use the word
Quom in the sense of a people living in a specific territory
and professing allegiance to the land, as a modern nationalist
would do for his Nation-stae. He did not use it in the sense
Jinaah and Gandhi used it. Teli, tanboli, mughal, patahn,
syed, gujjar, jat, Hindus, Muslim, Sikhs, scores and scores of
them were called Quom in India.

Hali's dirge is only for the Muslims of India who, by the
end of the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth
century, had become a confused, rudderless Quom. His
reformist Zeal did not extend to other religions; perhaps
because he was a deeply religious man who did not want to
pass judgment over the people of other...- religions and
declare whether or not they were conforming to the tenets
of their own faiths. Perhaps also because he wanted others
to learn the best from their own faiths. It is interesting to

juxtapose Hali's use of literature as a vehicle of reform with
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the other great literary (and political) gaint of the period,
another man whose name bears the prefix Maulana. He was
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad whose early writings coincide with
the last decade of Hali's life. In his earliest journal,
Lisan-us-Sidg (Voice of Truth), begun in 1903, he voices the
same sentiment and lament for the Muslims. Like all Muslim
youth, Musaddas was part of his upbringing as well.

In @ manner reminiscent of Jonathan Swift, the great
satirist of the seventeenth century whose work Hali may have
read, Hali spares no one for the condition of his Quom, least
of all the Muslims themselves. He chastises the religious
leaders who have abdicated the responsibility of their calling.
He condemns dogmatism, obscurantism and bigotry, which
have become the hallmark of those who profess to be Islam's
custodians. He attributes the decline of Muslims to the stifling
of dissent, curbing of questions and allowing of religious
ritulas to take precedenc over the spirit of the religion. The
poet has no hesitation in upbraiding members of his very own
tribe for their mediocrity and profligacy in misleading the
Quom through their writings. He hauls up the inferior poets
who preen themselves before the muse. He is unsparing
towards those who excel in convoluting and complicating
religion so that it goes out of reach of the common person.
The Prophet himself had declared, Al Din Yusrun, meaning
'Din is easy', but the 'learned' have so negated his words that
people begin to feel that Din is nothing but a burden. The
poem concludes with a warning to Muslims to repair their

ship before the storm wrecks it to peices.
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The whiplash of Hali's verses struck deep at the Quom.
Later in this Introduction, | have described the Public reaction
to Hali's poem, from intensely emotional to laudatory to
condemnatory. It shook its readers and made them look
within to identify the malasie. Today, 150 years later, we
Muslims need the same introspection; first to be reminded,
then to be chided and finally to be shown the Siratul
Mustageem (Straight Path). This was the crux of Musaddas.
And this became for me the overwhelming reason for

undertaking this work.
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